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Cindy Allison, Harlan, Local Economies and Small Business
Cindy Allison is a Harlan County native. She began her legal career in public
interest law as an attorney with the Appalachian Research and Defense Fund,
and has worked in private practice primarily in the area of family law. For the
past two years, she has worked as a public defender with the Department of
Public Advocacy in Harlan. Allison is a graduate of Harlan High School, the
University of Kentucky (BA in English Literature and teaching certificate), and
the University of Louisville (JD). Currently, Cindy Allison serves on the School
Board for the Harlan Independent School District, where her three teenage
children attend. “I have a love for my community. This interest in others has
driven my career choices and community involvement. I have participated in a
number of community projects and served on several boards. It is my desire for people in my
community to be able to live their best lives.”
Alexia Ault, Lynch, Arts and Culture
Alexia Ault graduated from Western Kentucky University with her Masters in
Folk Studies in 2011. Shortly after graduation Alexia moved to Eastern
Kentucky to work on an IMLS grant at the Appalachian Archives, Southeast
Kentucky Community and Technical College. In the spring of 2012 she began
working with Higher Ground as the prop master for the EKU Talkin’ Dirt
performance. Alexia continued to work with Higher Ground while working as
cataloger for the Appalachian Archives. In April of 2015 Alexia began working
part time at Appalshop for their archive department. Later that summer, Alexia
returned to the Appalachian Program to work on It’s Good to be Young in the
Mountains as the logistics coordinator. In August she became one of the Americorps VISTAs for Higher
Ground, a position that allowed her to continue to serve as the stage manager for Higher Ground. Over
the past year Alexia has worked on a variety of projects with Higher Ground including the Crawdad
festival, Shew Buddy radio podcasts, George Ellabration, Future Town Throw Down concert, the
Storytelling track at Cowan Creek Music School, the Hurricane Gap Community Theater Institute, and
the Harlan County RUX gathering. Alexia has signed on to complete another year as an Americorps VISTA
with Higher Ground.
Savannah Barrett, Louisville and Grayson Springs, Steering Committee
Savannah Barrett is the Director of Programs for Art of the Rural, and cofounder of the KY Rural-Urban Exchange. She serves on boards for the Center
for Performance and Civic Practice, the Robert E. Gard Foundation, and the
Louisville Flea Off Market. She earned a Masters of Arts Management from the
University of Oregon, and is an alumnus of the Muhammad Ali Program at UofL
and from the KY Governor’s School for the Arts. She previously guided programs
for the Center for Community Arts and Cultural Policy, the Louisville Visual Art
Association, the Oregon Folklife Network, and Paul Paletti Gallery. Savannah
was raised on and now owns a 7th generation homeplace in Grayson Springs, KY,
where she co-founded a local arts agency in high school.
Shane Barton, Berea, Steering Committee
Shane Barton, Assistant Director of the University of Kentucky Appalachian
Center, is a 9th generation Appalachian resident. Barton received two
undergraduate degrees before earning a Masters of Urban and Regional
Planning at Virginia Commonwealth University. He has a long-term commitment
to inclusive education and community development strategies having worked as
a Watershed Development Coordinator for the Upper Tennessee River
Roundtable while serving as a member of the Appalachian Coal Country
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Watershed VISTA team from 2005 to 2007. At the University of Kentucky he has coordinated the
Growing Local Economies Program, The Eastern Kentucky Local Motive Alliance and most recently an
extensive internship called the UK Tomorrow Corps. He has presented collaborative work on
community/university engagement and development strategies at national and international
conferences, coedits the Coal Camp Documentary Project, coauthored a recent article on “materializing
Appalachian Kentucky coal towns” and serves as the board president for the nonprofit AppalachiaScience in the Public Interest. He currently lives in Berea, Kentucky with his wife Adanma Barton
(Associate professor of Theatre at Berea College) the first African American female president of the
Kentucky Theatre Association.
Cate Becker, Covington, Steering Committee
Cate Becker has established herself as a creative influencer over a decade as the
Director of Phyllis Weston Gallery, Cultural Arts Director of Covington Arts (a
development program for the City of Covington) and most recently the
Curator/Fine Art Director for branding and design firm BLDG. Becker currently
serves as a board member for Pones, Inc., Renaissance Covington, AEQAI, and
the Kentucky Rural Urban Exchange. In 2015, Becker was awarded the Legacy
Next Generation Leadership Award for Arts, Culture and Entertainment. She has
contributed as a panelist for the Center for Great Neighborhoods, Creative
Community Grants and myNKY – arts/culture/tourism committee, was an Adviser
for Enjoy the Arts, and was board Secretary for OMID - USA (2009 - 2011). In
addition, Becker is a frequent speaker on the arts in Cincinnati and coordinated juries for Xavier
University, the Creative Scholarship Program for the Interior Design Educators Council and the Recovery
Center of Cincinnati. Becker received a Master's degree in Art History from University of Cincinnati's
College of Design, Art, Architecture and Planning (2006), and a Bachelor’s of Art in International Studies
from Ohio University (2003).
Ashley Bledsoe, Harlan, Local Economies and Small Business
Ashley Bledsoe was born in Harlan County and has lived here much of her life;
however, she also enjoyed her time on the outside. When looking at the future,
she wants her children to have more. Not more things, but more living. She is a
member of the nearly invisible LGBTQ community and an advocate for mental
health and awareness. She and her wife have three children and our hope is
that they spread their wings and fly, yet come back to the mountains to build
their nest. She has worked many different jobs and still don't have what I want
to do with herself figured out. And, that's okay too.

Michael Braaksma, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Michael Braaksma (a.k.a. Lama) is a visual storyteller living and working in
Louisville, Kentucky. His multidisciplinary approach art- making blends drawing,
painting, sculpture, illustration, puppetry, mask-making, theatrical design and
art direction together to create spectacular visual narratives. Folk tales, oral
narratives, and mythologies linking inhabitants with their land and culture are
of particular importance to Michael’s work. He is passionate about emphasizing
Kentucky's beauty and complexity through visual narratives that inspire and
highlight the rich traditions in our local communities. Michael’s fine art has
been featured at Revelry Gallery, L.V.A., Art Sanctuary and at U.K.’s Pediatric
Hospital in Lexington, KY. He has artistically contributed to several of the
region’s prominent arts organizations and publications including Actor’s theatre, Squalis Puppeteers,
The Voice Louisville and Louisville Magazine. He serves as a member of the Art Sanctuary Tennant board
as well as being a member of the Louisville Emerging Artists League. This fall Michael will join the faculty
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at Mercy Academy as an art teacher and will be leading various puppetry and art workshops throughout
the city. Michael received his B.A. from Hope College where he studied Theatre with an emphasis in
scenic and costume design.
Ivy Brashear, Lexington and Viper, Steering Committee
Ivy Brashear is a native of Viper, Ky., a fifth-generation Perry Countian, and a
tenth-generation Appalachian. She currently works as a communications
associate at the Mountain Association for Community Economic Development,
working primarily on Appalachian economic transition efforts. Before joining
MACED, she worked as a reporter at The Hazard Herald in Hazard, Ky. She
currently sits on the board of the New Economy Coalition, and is a member of
the Stay Together Appalachian Youth Project, the Young Climate Leaders
Network and Kentuckians for the Commonwealth. Ivy is passionate about
Appalachian foodways, and is currently working to preserve in oral histories her
own family’s canning history. She currently spends much of her free time with her long-time partner and
their dog, Poppyseed, and cat, Jaco, at their home in Lexington, Ky.
Jessica Breen, Lexington, Arts and Culture
Jessica Breen is an urban geographer and cartographer specializing in
community mapping. Born in Hawaii and raised on the U.S. East Coast and
Europe, she’s happy to now call Lexington “home.” She is a fellow with the New
Mappings Collaboratory at the University of Kentucky, where her research uses
social media and collaborative mapping techniques to understand the role of
art and creativity in urban creative placemaking efforts, and is currently the
Research Assistant for Mapshop, a mapping and cartographic studio at UK
working with students, faculty, and community members to produce maps and
visualizations and increase critical mapping skills. A proponent of open source
tools and ethos, she’s an organizer with Public Lab and a co-organizer of MaptimeLEX. She holds an MS
in Environmental Studies from the College of Charleston and is pursuing a doctorate in Geography at the
University of Kentucky.
Amy Brooks, Whitesburg/Norton, VA, Arts and Culture
Amy Brooks is Communications Director for Roadside Theater, the theater wing
of grassroots Appalachian media institution Appalshop. She received an MFA in
dramaturgy from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, where she cofounded and produced the national UMass New Play Lab workshop. Her job
includes building, sharpening, and disseminating Roadside’s 40-year body of
literature, keeping its “living library” at the fore of public discourse on arts and
cultural equity. She is the former Humanities Director of the Contemporary
American Theater Festival in Shepherdstown, WV, and a co-founder of the social
media discussion forum Rural Arts Weekly. Brooks was the recipient of Literary
Managers and Dramaturgs of the Americas’ 2016 Residency Program grant.
Izzy Broomfield, Hazard, Arts and Culture
Izzy Broomfield believes in a world where urban communities don’t have a
monopoly on cool, fun, and thriving places to live. Born in Hyden and raised in
Berea, Izzy is excited to connect with people across the state and beyond in
order to build a better future for everyone in the Commonwealth. Izzy studied
Political Science and International Affairs at the University of Georgia, with an
emphasis on political theory and international political economy. To put that
theory to work, Izzy completed two terms of service with AmeriCorps, working
with a wide range of organizations to involve the public in community
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development. Izzy is an avid writer and producer of digital and new media, and
loves creative collaboration of all kinds. Izzy serves on the Stay Together
Appalachian Youth (STAY) Project Steering Committee, and is leash-training
their cat in order to go on epic adventures.
Nicole Brown, Paducah, Agriculture and Community Health
Nicole Brown is a Certified Hatha/Raja Yoga Teacher, a Prenatal Yoga Instructor,
and a trained Doula. Yoga has been a part of her life for more than 20 years.
Nicole began teaching Yoga in June 2000, and received her professional training
in 2002 at the Southern Institute for Yoga Instructors where she was awarded a
1000 hour yoga teacher certification. Through SIYI, Nicole had the opportunity
to train with, and continues to train with, highly respected teachers in
the Iyengar lineage, namely, Ramanand Patel, Aadil B. Palkhivala. The program
covered asana (postures) and pranayama (breath exercise), anatomy and
physiology, yoga philosophy and ethics, Sanskrit (classical Indian language) and
Ayurvedics (natural health care. Nicole is a storyteller in the Children’s
Department at the McCracken County Library. She is married and a mother of two daughters.
Landee W. Bryant-Greene, Paducah, Steering Committee
Landee W. Bryant-Greene is the Executive Director of Maiden Alley Cinema, one
of only 4 non-profit cinematic art houses in the state of Kentucky. Begun in
1991 the Paducah Film Society found a permanent home in 2001, bringing
independent films to the smart, arts-orientated people of the region. In
addition to film the MAC programming slate boasts live music, cult classics,
family friendly films and numerous films series that are made possible due to
numerous community partnerships. Maiden Alley Cinema is also home to the
River’s Edge International Film Festival (2nd longest running film festival in the
state), the Paducah 48 Hour Film Project, Maiden Alley Oktoberfest and the
MAC Gallery. Landee graduated from Murray State University with a BFA in
Photography and Textiles and an MS in Human Development & Leadership (emphasizing in Non-Profit
Organizations). In addition to being Co-Chair of the Columbia Theatre Restoration Task Force, she also
serves on the Paducah Main Street Board, is the co-owner of Bricolage [bree-kuh-lahzh] Art Collective, is
a member of the Art House Convergence and is a leader in the Kentucky Rural-Urban Exchange (RUX)
which inspires statewide collaboration between arts, agriculture and small business as driving forces in
economic development.
The Center for Great Neighborhoods, Covington, Local Economies and Small Business (Sarah and Kate)

The Center for Great Neighborhoods is celebrating its 40th year as a supporter of community leaders in
Covington. Over the last 3 years, The Center has made a concerted effort to integrate Creative
Placemaking elements into all of our work including Housing Development, Financial Well-being, Youth
and Health. We believe that everyone has something creative to contribute to their community and
when we don’t give residents an outlet to use their creativity, we may be missing unique opportunities
to further the stories of our neighborhoods. We also believe that art usually makes a project even better
so we try to embed artists into what we do whenever we can.
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Sarah Allan has been working at the intersection of Community and Art for the last 18 years first
in Philadelphia and now in Covington. She now oversees the Creative Placemaking work at The
Center, trying to integrate it into all the work they do.
Kate Esarey wrote her thesis on Creative Placemaking and for the last two years, she’s been
putting her research into practice heading up our Nano Grant Program. Most recently, Kate is
leading the charge on how food and art can inform one another through the new Kresge
FreshLo Initiative.
Shaylan Clark, Lynch, Arts and Culture
Shaylan Clark grew up in Harlan County, and is a current student at Southeast
Community and Technical College, where she is active in Higher Ground,
Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, and STAY (Stay Together Appalachian
Youth). She is passionate about learning new things from new people, visiting
new places, being a part of positive changes in her community, and getting
other young people involved.

S. Brandon Coan, Louisville, Local Economies and Small Business
S. Brandon Coan is an original member of the Kentucky Rural-Urban Exchange
Louisville cohort. His RUX work has focused on the revitalization of the historic
Daniel Boone Hotel in downtown Whitesburg, and he has also turned his
attention to ensuring the sustainability of the RUX program.
Brandon is a Louisville native, local lawyer and active community member. He
has served as a director on the boards of Louisville Public Media, the Kentucky
College of Art and Design at Spalding University and Louisville Grows, among
other Louisville nonprofit organizations. Additionally, Brandon serves on
Kentucky’s Working Group for Next Generation: The Future of Arts & Culture Placemaking in Rural
America. In 2016, Brandon was elected to a four-year term representing the people of Louisville's
Highlands area (District 8) on the Louisville Metro Council (beginning 2017). Brandon’s wife, Summer
Auerbach, is the Second Generation Owner of Louisville's Rainbow Blossom Natural Food Markets.
Brandon is a graduate of the University of Michigan and the University of Kentucky College of Law.
Nick Covault, Louisville, Steering Committee
Nick Covault is the Programming Manager for The Kentucky Center for the
Performing Arts, where he focuses on augmenting the creative experience with
happenings outside of the theater that increase the relevancy of artists and
thinkers in the community, including participatory pre-show activities, lecturedemonstrations, and artist residencies in schools, hospitals, and community
centers. Nick also coordinates activities and programming related to The
Kentucky Center’s resolution to uphold the Charter for Compassion. Nick
received degrees in Vocal Music Performance and Arts Administration at the
University of Kentucky. He has since worked for Glimmerglass Opera, LexArts
(central Kentucky’s united arts fund) and The Kentucky Center Governor’s School
for the Arts. Nick is also on the board of Squallis Puppeteers, and is a co-founder of posSOUPbility, a
reoccurring meal-based event that produces micro-grants for local innovators in Louisville, KY. He has
been named to the LEO Weekly’s 2014 “Watch List” for leaders under the age of 30, a fellow for the
2014 New York Congress of the International Society for the Performing Arts, and has participated in the
Emerging Leader Institute of the Association of Performing Arts Presenters, as well as the Emerging
Leaders Program of the Young Professionals Association of Louisville.
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Devyn Creech, Benham, Arts and Culture
Devyn Creech was born in Whitesburg, Kentucky, and grew up between
Cumberland and Partridge, which is right across the Letcher County border in
Harlan County. She is a student at Southeast Community and Technical College,
where she transferred after attending Morehead State University on a full-ride
theater scholarship because she wanted to come home and work for Higher
Ground. Devyn is an Americorps VISTA for Higher Ground, Executive Producer for
SHEW BUDDY!: Higher Ground Radio, and Higher Ground Co-Director. She lives in
Benham with her adorable pup Harley.
Stefani Dahl, Louisville, Steering Committee
Stefani Dahl is a Diagnostic Medical Sonographer at Norton Healthcare, and a
native of Evansville, Indiana. She ran a homestead in Elizabeth, Indiana for more
than a decade before earning her Associates in Applied Science from Jefferson
Community College in 2011, when she began her career with Norton. An avid
naturalist, Stefani is a master gardener, lover of the arts and music, hiker, and
animal lover. She joined the Kentucky Rural-Urban Exchange in 2014 as pair to an
herbalist and Native American healer. She now lives in Louisville, Kentucky with
her two cats, Django and Juniper, and her partner Myron.

Robert Donnan, Hazard, Local Economies and Small Business
Robert Donnan is a community and economic development catalyst who lives in
Hazard, KY and works throughout and beyond Appalachia. He focuses on all kinds
of projects, especially those that engage cross-sector partnerships to develop
social entrepreneurship approaches to addressing community challenges and
opportunities. He often works with Appalachian communities to explore
emerging models for sustainable alternatives to traditional approaches, especially
focusing on those led by the arts, creativity, and design. In 2014 he was part of a
team that researched and wrote a report for the Kentucky Arts Council that
looked at the role of Creative Industry—including creative placemaking—in both
local, regional, and the statewide economy of Kentucky.
Megan Duff, Harlan, Arts and Culture
Megan Duff is twenty-one, and lives in Harlan, Kentucky where she attends the
Southeast Community and Technical College. Duff is a writer who loves fiction and
is partial to writing about Appalachian culture and history. She wants to see
Kentucky’s small towns flourish with the arts and a gathering of the community,
small businesses succeed, and for those of us who live in small towns to have
more things to be proud of. “The arts are something I am truly passionate about,
and I have never seen more beautiful art than from here in Appalachia. I am so
proud to be able to call Kentucky my home, and would love to see other people’s
ideas for the state and to discuss how we can all make our home better.”
Michelle Eigenheer, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Michelle Eigenheer is a Louisville-based writer, often writing about music, food
and bourbon. She is hungry for stories about people and places and how we came
to be this way. Published in Louisville Magazine, louisville.com, Thrillist and District
of She, Eigenheer was previously a researcher and copywriter for an infographic
firm, with clients ranging from L’Oreal to National Geographic. Michelle is a great
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lover of quiet moments, always looking to learn new things: art, music, technology, food and more. She
is in awe of tall buildings, high mountains and rocky shores.
Megan Epperson, Big Laurel, Agriculture and Community Health
Megan Epperson is an AmeriCorps VISTA serving as an Environmental Educator at
Pine Mountain Settlement School. She is a native of Big Laurel, Kentucky and is
passionate about the mountains she loves. Megan teaches participants of all ages
to appreciate the world around them by introducing them to nature through hands
on education. She teaches about wildlife, forestry, ecology, and cultural
education. She hopes to educate future leaders about the importance of
environmental stewardship and preservation while connecting with her ancestral
traditions. Being a native of rural Appalachia, Megan has deep desire to empower
her region and to take a leadership role in her community’s future. In her free
time, she enjoys hiking, weaving, and being with her family. She lives with her fiancé TJ and their fur
babies, Peanut and Breezy.
Ryan Fenwick, Louisville, Local Economies and Small Business
Ryan Fenwick is a graduate of the University of Louisville's dual Law and Master's
of Urban Planning degree program. He is an attorney practicing in his own firm,
where he focuses on small businesses, non-profits, and social entrepreneurs in his
adopted home, Louisville. He is especially interested in cooperatives as a way to
empower people to build wealth in democratic businesses that respond to
community needs. Fenwick grew up on a farm in Water Valley, Kentucky, but had
to travel 15 minutes by car to buy groceries.

Ben Fink, Whitesburg, Steering Committee
Ben Fink is a native of central Connecticut and longtime resident of Chicago,
Minneapolis, and New Jersey. He relocated to Appalachia to manage Appalshop’s
projects in arts-and-community-based cultural and economic development. A
theater director and dramaturg, Ben has served on the board of directors of
Pedagogy and Theatre of the Oppressed, Inc., trained and directed the homelessand-housed zAmya Theater Project, and worked as dramaturg on the Germanlanguage premieres of the musicals Grey Gardens and Anyone Can Whistle. A
scholar and practitioner of community organizing, Ben has organized with faith,
labor, and neighborhood organizations in the Twin Cities, consulted with the
Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness, and directed community engagement programs at Appel
Farm Arts and Music Center in rural southern New Jersey, where he also spent several summers running
youth theater and creative writing programs. A writer and teacher, Ben holds a Ph.D. in cultural studies
from the University of Minnesota, where he also taught and trained instructors for many years. His
writings on theater, pedagogy, and organizing have been published in Theater Topics, HowlRound, and
the University of Colorado Press; his first book, The Problem With Education Technology (Hint: It’s Not
the Technology), was released in February 2016.
Elana Scopa Forson, Harlan, Agriculture and Community Health
Elana Scopa Forson is from Harlan County in southeastern Kentucky and is an
Associate Professor Biological Sciences at Southeast Kentucky Community and
Technical College. She has been working with the Higher Ground Group for over
ten years. Elana is also a volunteer with the Empower project that collects and
supplies pads and tampons to middles schools around Harlan County.
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Jason Forson, Harlan, Agriculture and Community Health
Jason Forson is an Assistant Professor of Physics and Astronomy with the
Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical College. Born and raised in Kansas
City, Missouri he moved to Cumberland, Kentucky after getting his Masters of
Science in Physics. There he's been educating Kentucky's young and
underprivileged minds in hope of preparing them for the future. He's also an avid
reader, writer, gamer, and amateur BBQ chef. His charity work includes being a
faculty sponsor for the local chapter of Extra Life, an organization of gamers that
raises money for children's hospitals. He currently lives with his wife Elana Scopa
and a rather large black lab named Ozzy.
Alex Gash, Georgetown, Agriculture and Community Health
Alex Gash was born, raised, and educated in Danville, KY (Centre College class of
‘08). From an early age, Alex took an interest in the outdoors; hiking, camping,
climbing and boating in and around Central KY. This outdoor lifestyle led him to
live in Vail, Colorado after graduation. Having the opportunity to travel around the
American West and around the World, he was exposed to many different cultures
and climates, but nothing compared to the culture and unique beauty of the
Commonwealth. Alex is the Owner and Founder of Sheltowee Hammock Company
which specializes in manufacturing insulated hammocks for camping and
backpacking, right here in the Bluegrass. He is passionate about spending time
outdoors himself as well as outfitting others to help them enjoy their outdoor adventures, wherever
they may take them.
Jim Guthrie, Newport, Local Economies and Small Business
Jim Guthrie has been a registered Architect for 25 years, working at Hub + Weber
nearly all of them. Through his career as an architect, he has extensive experience
in problem solving, programming and building/construction issues. As President
and Design Committee Chair of Renaissance Covington, Jim is involved with a
variety of creative placemaking initiatives in Covington including, Covington Pops
(popup shops), Art Off Pike (art fair), art is … (graffiti park project), Parking Day,
Madlot (parking lot turned gathering space), Pike and Russell Rock Garden, CoSign,
Curb’d, building mural projects, a sketch book exchange project, a community
photobook project and a fight club of philanthropy. Jim is an ideal board member
in his creative thinking but also in his willingness to fix the toilets when they don’t
work. He is also a founding board member of the Design Review Board for Newport, a board member of
Center for Great Neighborhoods and a past member of Covington’s Urban Design Review Board.
Hannah Hoy Hammonds, Paducah, Agriculture and Community Health
Hannah Hoy Hammonds is a native Kentuckian who is married to a New
Zealander (or Kiwi). We have recently returned to Kentucky after living in New
Zealand for the past 3 years. My husband’s background is in dairy farming and
other agriculture related fields. Upon returning we bought a 21 acre farm in
Paducah and started a CSA in 2016 offering vegetable and pork shares. We have
three children - Eleanor (8), Marshall (6), and Edith (4). Along with helping my
husband on the farm I teach 2nd Grade at Clark Elementary School. I enjoy
swimming, gardening, and reading. As a family we enjoy hiking, camping, and
having good friends around. I enjoy building community and being part of local
culture.
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Myron Hardesty, Louisville, Agriculture and Community Health
Myron Hardesty, PA-C, M.H. is a licensed Physician Assistant and Medical
Herbalist (M.H.) and has been practicing Clinical Herbalism through Weeds of
Eden for over 15 years. He received his final certification through a master class in
1994 from the SouthWest School of Botanical Medicine. Under the esteemed
directorship of the late Michael Moore he learned the medical arts of
pharmacognosy, herbal therapeutics, medical botany, vitalist theory,
constitutional energetics (western/eclectic model), and ethnobotany of the
Southwest. Clinical Nutrition is a fundamental strategy in his healing model. To
foster an Integrative medical paradigm, he matriculated into the Physician
Assistant Program at the University of Kentucky in 2008, followed by a rural
residency in Internal Medicine in Lebanon, KY.
Samantha Johnson, Lexington, Local Economies and Small Business
Samantha Johnson has been with the NoLi CDC since February 2016 in the role of
Director of Communications & Events. A native of Versailles, Kentucky who has
lived in the North End of Lexington neighborhood since 2007, Samantha brings a
wealth of experience she was a Market Development Manager for CocaCola, Sales
and Promotions Assistant at Cumulus Broadcasting, managed social media for the
Lexington Roots & Heritage Festival and recently worked as event manager for
Airbnb Open in Paris, France. She's been passionate about relief and development
efforts in Haiti, and closer to home has been actively involved in Be Bold, and has
supported young refugee women as a mentor.
Tara Johnson, Covington, Local Economies and Small Business
A native of Ashland, Kentucky, Tara Johnson grew up in a small business family,
living on a portion of the family's former dairy farm. Johnson received her
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and Spanish from Centre College. She
started her career in communications, spending summer jobs and internships in
college working for Ashland Inc. in employee communications and federal
government relations. After graduation, Johnson attended one semester at
George Washington University’s Elliott School for International Affairs, but the
events of September 11, 2001 encouraged her return to Kentucky. Johnson later
pursued and earned her Masters of Community Planning from the University of
Cincinnati, focusing on economic development, with a summer work/study abroad project on heritage
tourism. Johnson has held a number of community and economic development positions in Northern
Kentucky over the past decade. In her current role, Tara is Manager of Development Services for notfor-profit real estate lender The Catalytic Fund. She also consults for Community Vibrancy initiatives like
public art, gathering spaces and urban revitalization for Skyward, the leadership organization behind
Northern Kentucky's strategic plan. Tara and her two sons love spending time playing games, making art
and being outdoors whenever they can.
Mark Kidd, Whitesburg, Steering Committee
Mark W. Kidd facilitates community workshops and residencies throughout the
United States that incorporate theater, low-cost media, and cultural organizing.
In addition to his work as Artistic Director of Handbarrow, Mark is an emeritus
ensemble member of Appalshop’s Roadside Theater. Mark lives at the base of
Pine Mountain in Whitesburg, Kentucky and on his family farm at Little Mud,
Kentucky. Mark serves as a board member of Appalshop, Alternate ROOTS, and
The Future of Eastern Kentucky. He is a voting member of the Central
Appalachian Regional Network and a longtime member of the Appalachian
Studies Association. Mark was one of six national recipients of the Theatre
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Communications Group’s New Generations / Future Leaders Fellowship in 2012 and 2013 on the basis of
his work in the coalfields of Southwest Virginia and Southeast Kentucky. Mark co-created the
“Appalshop Innovation Lab” curriculum for community leaders to use public narrative and low-cost
media practices to link community expertise with policy issues and to create opportunities for change
from the ground up. His prose has been published by Americans for the Arts, the Daily Yonder, the
Kentucky Caver, and Animating Democracy. His poems have appeared in The Clinch Mountain Review,
Qarrtsiluni, and Still.
Isaac Kremer, Middlesboro, Local Economies and Small Business
Isaac Kremer is a nationally recognized leader in place-based revitalization. He
has secured over $1.28 million in grants and has leveraged over $25 million of
investment. His work has been highlighted in numerous national conferences
and publications by the Appalachian Regional Commission, Citizens’ Institute
on Rural Design, National Main Street Center, The Conservation Fund, and the
US Environmental Protection Agency. From 2008-2012 he led the restoration
of Theodore Roosevelt’s home town on Long Island. While there he organized
one of the first Better Block projects, working with residents to make low-cost
changes over a weekend. Among the participants were Billy Joel who later
opened a motorcycle showroom downtown. As Executive Director of Discover
Downtown Middlesboro, he developed comprehensive plans for revitalization. Highlights include
building a trail to connect the downtown with the Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, assisting
over 70 Appalachian artisans with training in entrepreneurship, and a local food initiative. Middlesboro
won the national Levitt AMP [Your City] contest twice. Kremer has an MA in Historic Preservation
Planning from Cornell University and a BA in Economics from Albion College. He lives in Middlesboro
with his wife Chrissy and boys Edward and Thomas in a 1924 bungalow they are restoring.
Maria Lewis, Partridge, Arts & Culture
Maria Lewis is from Partridge KY, and is a Harlan County High School graduates.
She is a sophomore at Berea College where she will be majoring in Psychology
and minoring in Appalachian Studies. She is a Bonner Scholar and is involved in
various groups and organizations including the SGA, Harvey Milk Society,
Bereans for Mike Brown, and the Black Music Ensemble. She is currently
volunteering with the Appalachian Studies Program at Southeast Kentucky
Community and Technical College where she works on the Higher Ground
productions and Higher Ground radio SHEW BUDDY!.

Dixie Lynn, Paducah, Arts and Culture
A St. Louis native, Dixie Lynn now resides on a small farm outside of Paducah,
Kentucky with her husband, musician and former RUX participant, Nathan Lynn,
their two children and the family chickens. As an Underwriting Representative
she works with business sponsors in Greater Paducah for WKMS 91.3fm, a
Kentucky Public Radio member station and National Public Radio affiliate. She
also helps organize and run community events for WKMS, as well as
volunteering for Paducah Main Street, Paducah Parks Department, the
McCracken County School District and the McCracken County Public Library. A
member the Paducah Young Professionals and Progress Paducah groups, Dixie
works to bring together the often divided worlds of Paducah City and McCracken County to allow for
economic and cultural growth for the region. She participates in RUX to collaborate and learn successful
fundraising and community planning while forming connections throughout the Commonwealth.
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Jamie Madden, Harlan, Arts and Culture
Jamie Madden is nineteen years old, lives in Harlan, Kentucky, and works with
a group of people out of Southeast Community and Technical College where
they aim to make Appalachia a better place through means of community
programs, art, and theater. She enjoys drawing, print making (block and
screen), I also help a little with our theater program. “I want to see my
community and others in Kentucky flourish with economic development, and
art. I’m not ashamed of my Appalachian background, or my dialect. I’d love to
see the small businesses here grow and be able to stay open year round. I want
to help Kentucky as much as I can. Through RUX I hope to bring business to
communities, and to help the art community in Kentucky.”
Amelia Martens, Paducah, Arts and Culture
Amelia Martens is the author of The Spoons in the Grass are There To Dig a
Moat, a book of prose poems selected by Sarabande Books for the 2014 Linda
Bruckheimer Series in Kentucky Literature (April 2016). Her chapbooks
include: Purgatory (Black Lawrence Press, 2012), Clatter (Floating Wolf
Quarterly, 2013), and A Series of Faults (Finishing Line Press, 2014). She is an
adjunct instructor at WKCTC where she helps to edit Exit 7: A Journal of
Literature and Art. https://ameliamartens.com

Geoff Marietta, Big Laurel, Local Economies and Small Business
Geoff Marietta is an educator, entrepreneur, and passionate about building a
sustainable and diversified economy in Eastern Kentucky. He serves as the
Executive Director of Pine Mountain Settlement School, a National Historical
Landmark serving Harlan and surrounding counties in the areas of early
education, organic food production, and Appalachian heritage. Marietta is
also a Research Fellow at Berea College, and co-founder of Mountain Tech
Media, a diversified media and technology company based in Whitesburg.
After graduating from the University of Montana, Geoff was a teacher and
administrator on Navajo Nation in New Mexico. He went on to earn his MBA
from Harvard Business School, an Ed.D from Harvard Graduate School of Education, and found a
software technology company along the way. Geoff currently lives at Pine Mountain Settlement School
in Harlan County with his wife, Sky, and their sons, Harlan and Perry.
Donald Mason, Lexington, Arts and Culture
Donald Mason is a man of many talents, skills and interests and is making a
serious mark on the arts scene in Lexington. He became Executive Director of
the Lyric Theatre and Cultural Arts Center in 2015 and is tasked with directing
the facility into a leading arts organization identifying opportunities to grow the
theatre into a household name. He formed a Performance Advisory Group to
target the right entertainment for the market and demographics and
championed the five--‐year strategic plan. In July 2016, Donald will present at
the 40th Annual League of Historic American Theatres entitled, “Breaking
Barriers: Diversity in the Arts Space.” Donald serves as a commissioner of the
Lexington Convention and Visitors Bureau and a board member for LexArts,
serving on the Nominations Committee and Business Volunteers for the Arts. He is an MBA candidate at
Southern New Hampshire University with a master’s certificate in music business along with a modern
musician specialization from Berklee College of Music. Donald is the former host of Red Barn Radio,
front man for Soul Funkin Dangerous, half of the international duo Fluxbug, and hosts a weekly jazz
block show on WRFL Sunday evenings from 8--‐10pm called “Generations of Jazz”.
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Josh May, Whitesburg, Steering Committee
Josh May is a writer, producer, picker and grinner from Magoffin County,
Kentucky, now serving as Appalshop's Communications & Marketing Director.
Before joining Appalshop staff, he previously worked as communications
consultant for Appalshop's Appalachian Media Institute as well as producer for
June Appal Recordings. Additionally, Josh runs the DIY record label Karmic
Swamp, is a founding member of the worker-owned cooperative Roundabout
Music Company in downtown Whitesburg, KY, and is active in regional and
national organizing efforts including the Media Action Grassroots Network and
the Stay Together Appalachian Youth Project.
Tyler McDaniel, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Tyler McDaniel is a filmmaker and videographer based in Louisville, KY. His style
is influenced by a working class ethos that draws from the nurture of
Appalachia's foothills, New York City's bustling streets, the muddy Ohio River's
gentle flow, and the eclectic cultures that they breed.

Michaela Miles, Lexington, Arts and Culture
Michaela Miles grew up on a small farm in the heart of rural Marion County, KY.
She attended Campbellsville University, receiving a double bachelor’s degree in
Mathematics and Political Science, before continuing on to receive her master’s
degree at the Martin School of Public Policy and Administration at the University
of Kentucky. During her two years at the Martin School, she had the opportunity
to serve as an intern for the Lexington Fayette Urban County Government, as well
as the Kentucky Office of Homeland Security, where she was awarded the title of
Kentucky Colonel for her service to the Commonwealth. She is currently the
Visitor Services Manager at the University of Kentucky Art Museum. She is
passionate about good food, art, bourbon, pit bulls, and people.
Teresa Mimes, Harlan, Local Economies and Small Business
Teresa Mimes lives in Lynch, Kentucky, where she works for Southeast
Community and Technical College and is a member of the Eastern Kentucky Social
Club and the Mission Society. She joined the Exchange because she feels there
needs to be a bridge between the seniors and youth to help us reach new heights
for our communities, and is passionate about our rich heritage being shown in a
different light to help promote new innovative ideas for all.

Cheyenne Mize, Louisville, Steering Committee
Cheyenne Mize, MT-BC, is a musician, music therapist, and Co-Executive Director
of Strive. Since receiving her Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy from the
University of Louisville in 2006, she has worked in a variety of settings as a Board
Certified Music Therapist- serving everyone from neonates to the elderly.
Although she is seen on a stage from time to time, her passion lies with using
music and the arts to build and enrich the Louisville community. She received the
Good Samaritan Award for her work at Kosair Children's Hospital in 2008, Best
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Singer/Songwriter in the 2013 Louisville Music Awards, and is the current Treasurer for the MT
Association of Kentucky.
Sarah Morgan, Louisville, Agriculture and Community Health
Originally from Alexandria, Virginia, Sarah Morgan graduated with her Bachelors
in Social Work this last May from the University of Louisville. Sarah has worked on
numerous projects in Louisville focusing on food insecure neighborhoods and the
need for health education, including implementing a community based diabetes
clinic in a low-income food pantry. She has also worked with the Louisville nonprofit New Roots, coordinating fresh fruits and vegetables from local growers to
food insecure older adults. Through these projects, she saw how important fresh
food access and community based agriculture was to improving the quality of life
for people, their families, and their neighborhoods. Sarah is currently an
AmeriCorps VISTA with the non-profit Louisville Grows, where she acts as Volunteer Coordinator,
working with her community to create a more just and sustainable Louisville through urban agriculture
and urban forestry efforts.
Timothy Morton, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Timothy Morton is a Louisville, Kentucky native and resident who is actively
involved in filmmaking, old-time music, and shape-note singing. He works as a
full-time crew member in Louisville’s historic park system. Tim has explored
several facets of Kentucky life as an actor on local, award winning film
productions. In “Men Go To Battle” Tim portrays a farmer in rural Kentucky in
1862 who joins the Union Army, and in his role in “Pilgrim Song,” he explores the
natural beauty and modern day rural life of Kentucky’s Appalachian region.
Musically, Tim is attracted to the sounds that are rooted in the region. He is a
self-taught fiddle, banjo, and guitar player in traditional Old-Time style. He also
sings shape-note music in The Sacred Harp tradition and is very active in that
community. For the last 4 years Tim has been with the Louisville Olmsted Parks Conservancy, where his
crew works to protect the natural integrity of the urban woodlands and preserve the vision of Frederick
Law Olmsted’s historic design. These endeavors give Tim a unique perspective on what it means to be a
Kentuckian for which he proudly identifies.
Pam Newman, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Pam Newman is an artist, musician and activist. She was once part of the IT
world, eking out a modest living until she looked in the mirror and barely
recognized who she saw. She decided to devote her life to her passions, so she
joined a rock band — the Revenge of Ricky Williams — volunteered with many
social justice groups like Fairness and Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, and
started a small business venture called Awesome Everyday. She was formerly
the Network Coordinator for the Network Center for Community Change, and is
currently an art major at Jefferson County Community and Technical College.

Kris Nonn, Lexington, Local Economies and Small Business
Kris Nonn has been with the NoLi CDC since June 2014, where his role is to
oversee all design and construction aspects of NoLi CDC's programs and
operations. Kris and his family relocated from Madison Wisconsin, where he had
worked at KEE Architecture for the previous 6 years. After earning his Bachelor
of Trumpet Performance at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2002, he
went on to get his Masters of Architecture from the University of Tennessee in
2006. This, along with subsequent experiences designing and building his own
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house in Madison, as well as more experimental design & construction work
done in Santa Elena Venezuela, combine to inform how he thinks of the built
environment as a framework for and representation of the community's
aspirations, history, individuality, beauty, and challenges.
Christy O’Connell, Crestwood, Agriculture and Community Health
Christy O'Connell is owner and operator of Pure Pollen Flowers, a full-scale floral
business featuring locally-grown and native flora. Pure Pollen does custom
arrangements for markets, events, weddings, and holidays using flowers grown
at Foxhollow Farm in Crestwood, Kentucky. Foxhollow is a biodynamic farm
where several young growers are part of a "Partner Grower" program that's
mission is to provide the opportunity for farmers, gardeners, and artisans to
grow biodynamic and organic food in a supportive community. Christy is also a
Pilates instructor and has a strong interest in wellness through body work. A
former member of the Steering Committee, she assisted in developing the RUX
mission and continues to serve the fundraising committee and RUX planning
committee.
Laura Oswald, Paducah, Local Economies and Small Business
Laura Oswald, Marketing Director for the Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau,
has called the western Kentucky region home since childhood. While earning her
degree in public relations and marketing from Murray State University, Laura’s
interest in destination marketing was sparked. She began an internship at
Paducah CVB which evolved into a full-time job after graduation. In this role, her
passion for travel and authentic Kentucky culture converge as she works to
promote Paducah’s cultural assets in order to raise the destination's profile
globally as a UNESCO Creative City. Laura has been named the Four Rivers
Business Journal Young Leader of the Year and also included in Destination
Marketing Association International’s 30 Under 30 list. She further serves the
community she loves as Paducah River City Business & Professional Women’s Club Vice President and an
active member of Kentucky Travel Industry Association, Paducah Hospitality Association and the
Paducah Ambassadors. Laura married her husband, Patrick, in 2015, and they are proud parents to a
yellow lab named Nala.
Emily Owen, Marion, Agriculture and Community Health
Emily Owen is 21 years old, and was born and raised in Crittenden County,
Kentucky. She is currently a senior at the University of Southern Indiana pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in Public Relations and Advertising. After graduating, she hope
to enlist into the United States Navy. She enjoys kayaking, camping, playing soccer,
and being outdoors in general.

Brandon Pennington, Harlan, Arts and Culture
Brandon Pennington was born and raised in Harlan County. He attended James A.
Cawood High School and graduated with honors from Transylvania University in
2011. After receiving his degree in Business Administration he began hearing the
siren song of the mountains and developing a strong desire to return to his
hometown, thus he applied for the Executive Director position of the City of Harlan
Tourist and Convention Commission and moved back home upon being hired.
Brandon works hard every day to promote the natural beauty and attractions in
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Harlan. He was the recipient of the “Rookie of the Year” awards from TOUR Southeastern Kentucky and
the Kentucky Travel Industry Association in his second year of working with Harlan Tourism. Brandon
serves at the President of the regional tourism group Eastern Highland South (Daniel Boone Country), an
ex-officio board member on the Harlan County Chamber of Commerce, and a board member on Harlan
2020. Brandon is Appalachian at heart, an early adopter of technology, community driven, a social
media enthusiast, a self-proclaimed television critic, a writer, an avid reader, a life member of Delta
Sigma Phi, and he has a passion for running 5ks and half marathons.
Kim Popa, Covington, Agriculture and Community Health
Kim Popa has studied dance for 30 years and graduated summa cum laude with a
BFA in theatre and dance from Northern Kentucky University. Popa is a professor
at the Art Academy of Cincinnati, and also teaches dance classes at The Carnegie
and SCPA, as well as multiple dance workshops around the tri-state. Popa danced
at the CrisisArt Festival in Arezzo, Italy in 2014 and the Sibiu International Theatre
Festival in Sibiu, Romania in 2007, and performed in multiple NKU mainstage
productions and modern dance concerts. In addition to teaching and performing,
Popa is the Executive Director, co-founder, and performing member of Pones Inc.
Pones Inc. is a Covington-based, non-profit dance company that Pones Inc.
provides artistic opportunities for community growth by creating engaging new
ways for audiences to experience dance. The majority of Pones' work is focused on dance for social
justice and placemaking. Beyond Pones Inc., Popa has choreographed for multiple award-winning
productions at NKU, New Edgecliff Theatre, and Know Theatre. She is a member of the Young
Professionals Board at the Children’s Home of Cincinnati, a trustee on the board of OhioDance, serves as
a “big” for Big Brothers Big Sisters, and has a passion for art and volunteerism in many forms
Jeremy Porter, Lexington, Agriculture and Community Health
Jeremy Porter enjoys contemplating and participating in the relationships we all
share with food, agriculture, and ecology in Kentucky. With an education in
anthropology and a background in church work, his introduction into this vocation
began on small-scale Community Supported Agriculture farms. Through deep
listening, his attention is drawn to whole-person and whole-system practices that
lead to healthy communities. He is the Director of the Tweens Nutrition and
Fitness Coalition, an equity-focused community coalition working to create a
culture of health in Lexington and throughout Kentucky. Jeremy, his wife Karissa,
and their two kids live in, love, and care for their "tiny patch of earth" in the
Castlewood neighborhood of Lexington. Karissa has worked for KY Refugee
Ministries since 2005.
Lindsay Rasche, Louisville, Agriculture and Community Health
Lindsay Rasche is a reformed Hoosier homesteader now living in Louisville,
implementing many of her old life ways into her new city life. She's a gardener,
quilter, doula, certified holistic wellness coach and has been teaching yoga for
nearly a decade. Wife and mama to two boys, she's a huge advocate for women's
rights and health and volunteers much of her free time and heart to support the
well being of women in her city.
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Brett Ralph, Empire, Arts and Culture
Brett Ralph joined Malignant Growth, Kentucky's first hardcore band, in 1982. He
has since fronted Fading Out, Rising Shotgun, and Brett Eugene Ralph's Kentucky
Chrome Revue. His first full-length collection of poems, Black Sabbatical, was
published by Sarabande Books in 2009, and his written work
has appeared in Conduit, McSweeney's Exquisite Corpse, and The American Poetry
Review. He has taught literature and writing at the University of Massachusetts in
Amherst, Missouri State University, and at Hopkinsville Community College, where
he is a Professor of English, overseeing publication of The Round Table, a
community literary magazine, and serving as faculty sponsor for the college's
LGBTQ Pride Alliance. Ralph is also an avid record collector. He lives in Empire, Kentucky.
Candice Rider, Lexington, Local Economies and Small Business
Candice Rider, a Kentucky transplant by way of Arizona, fell in love with the
Bluegrass State’s lush landscapes and engaged residents. She is inspired by the
outstanding work organizers, advocates, and activists are doing to move Kentucky
and Appalachia forward in an inclusive, just way. With an educational background
in physics, astronomy, and public policy, Candice is analytical, meticulous, and
naturally curious. A proud member and volunteer with Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth, she also lends her time to a variety of nonprofits including the
Lyric Theatre and Cultural Arts Center, Be Bold, Lexington United, and the
Kentucky Hemp Industries Association. She is an avid supporter and advocate for
industrial hemp as a robust, environmentally friendly opportunity to grow the Kentucky and US
economies. Ms. Rider currently works for Thomas P. Miller & Associates, a consulting firm providing
economic development, workforce development, education, and philanthropic advisory and
management services to communities and organizations throughout the country.
Marissa Rutherford, Benham, Arts and Culture
Marissa Rutherford is a student at Southeast Community and Technical College,
where she works as a local organizer of theater institutes, a staff member of
SHEW BUDDY!: Higher Ground Radio on WMMT, and as a Higher Ground
member. She is passionate about painting, theater, photography, and
Appalachia. She joined the RUX to help Higher Ground to continue to develop
networks throughout the state and share our experiences creating change in our
region, and learn from the experiences of other groups and individuals.

Salvador Sanchez, Lexington, Local Economies and Small Business
Salvador Sanchez is the owner of A Cup of Common Wealth, LLC and co-owner of
Magic Beans Coffee Roasters in Lexington, KY. With over 15 years experience in
the coffee industry, Sanchez consults for beverage companies, both coffee and
non-coffee related. He serves on the Keep Lexington Beautiful Commission and
the Lexington Neighborhood Action Match Program Commission as well as on
the Marketing Committee for Seedleaf. He has also served on the following
boards: Seedleaf, Reading Camp, Local First Lexington, and Big Brothers Big
Sisters (Amarillo, TX). Prior to opening A Cup of Common Wealth, Sanchez has
served as Director of Coffee and Customer Experience, Director of Cafes,
Regional Manager, Senior Manager of Cafes, Operations Manager, Training Manager and Operations
Coordinator for several companies in Michigan, Texas and Colorado, where he has opened over 100
coffee bars and been responsible for the operations, marketing, merchandising, purchasing, training,
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human resources, finance and strategic initiatives of up to 150 stores. Sanchez holds a Bachelors of Arts
and Sciences degree in Creative Writing, Business Management, and Spanish Literature.
Sarah Schmitt, Frankfort, Steering Committee
Sarah Schmitt is the Community Arts and Access Director for the Kentucky Arts
Council, where she ensures that programs and services are available to all
Kentuckians, and the arts council is a model of inclusiveness and equity. The goal
of Sarah’s work is to engage new arts audiences in significant ways while
exploring and promoting the unique identity of Kentucky’s geographic and
cultural communities. Sarah began working with the Kentucky Arts Council as a
folklife specialist in 2007 and has been the arts access director since August
2009; community arts were officially added to her specialization in early 2015.
Her programs include the Kentucky Creative Districts, Arts Access Assistance and
Kentucky Peer Advisory Network. Sarah is a native of Lexington and now lives in Frankfort with her
husband, Jason, and son, Everett. She is an alumna of the Governor’s School for the Arts in creative
writing. She earned a bachelor’s degree in anthropology and history and a master’s degree in folk
studies, both from Western Kentucky University.
Gerry Seavo James, Frankfort, Steering Committee/ Agriculture and Community Health
Gerry Seavo James is a storyteller who uses photography, cinematography,
public relations, journalism, and mixed media to tell stories about the landscapes
and people he encounters in his travels across the Commonwealth and beyond.
Gerry is the Director of The Explore Kentucky Initiative (EKI), an organization
created to inspire individuals to engage in an active lifestyle fueled by adventure
in Kentucky’s outdoors. Explore Kentucky evolved from a viral social media
campaign with the intent to entice Kentuckians and tourists to explore the great
outdoors. Now in 2016 with 30,000 followers on Instagram, EKI partners with
Kentucky State Parks, Adventure Tourism and others to offer rock climbing clinics,
combined hiking & photography workshops, and guided tours. Since the founding of EKI, Gerry has
helped to further the field of adventure tourism and community and cultural exploration across
Kentucky. Through this work and his participation in the Kentucky Rural-Urban Exchange, Gerry has
embedded himself in many rural Kentucky communities and counties. Gerry is an avid paddler who is
certified by the American Canoe Association in the Stand-Up Paddleboard and Canoe disciplines. Gerry is
also the founder of Ascend, a design firm created to serve outdoor oriented nonprofits and business and
rural clientele.
Storey Slone, Lexington, Agriculture and Community Health
Storey Slone is a recent graduate of Sterling College in Vermont. At Sterling she
self-designed a major in Sustainable Land Management with components of the
degree specifically tailored to issues facing Kentucky and Appalachia. Although she
grew up in Central Kentucky, much of her family resides in Eastern Kentucky where
she very much wishes to return. She has a variety of agriculture experience
including livestock management, fruit/vegetable cultivation, CSA management, and
education. She has worked as a cheesemaker, a fish hatchery technician, and as one
of the youngest NOFA Accredited Organic Land-Care Professionals in the region. She
recently won a national scholarship from Annies Homegrown. Slone’s hobbies
include pie baking, goat milking, woodworking, gardening, and adventuring with her dog Ruby Sue.
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Ashley C. Smith, Lexington, Arts and Culture
A native of Lexington, KY, Ashley C. Smith graduated from the University of
Kentucky in 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology. Pairing her effective,
strong communication skills, and work ethic she achieved a combined 10 years of
experience in the healthcare, non-profit, and hospitality industries. As the first
Development Coordinator at the Lyric Theatre and Cultural Arts Center, Smith
brings her track record for producing success. Under her leadership, The Lyric has
secured partnerships with leading companies such as Forcht Bank, EHI Consultants,
Toyota Manufacturing, PNC Bank, LG&E/KU Foundation, Keeneland Foundation,
PNC, and the University of Kentucky. She is tasked to present and produce
fundraising efforts through grant writing, program development, and cultivating strategic partnerships.
Smith refines her development skills as a member of the Bluegrass chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals. Currently, she serves as the Scholarship Chair. In addition, her community
participation includes Not The Only One in the Room, a women of color empowerment group. She has
served on a Management Team Member and Vendor Services Manager for crave food + music festival, a
2 day event visited by over 100,000 annually.
Sara Soltau, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Sara Soltau holds a Masters in Violin Performance from UNC-Greensboro, a
certificate in Ethnomusicology, and a Bachelor of Music Performance from UNCChapel Hill. She was an intern at Appalshop, a pedagogue fellow at the Heifetz
Institute, and studied experimental composition at the UDK in Berlin. Her passions
for radio, creative education, nature, and performance support her larger goal to
use music for education and community building. She currently works as the
Education Programs Manager for Classical 90.5 WUOL, a public radio station in
Louisville, KY, doing school performances, field recording, event planning, and
audio production. She co-curates SONICBernheim (a lecture/performance series
connecting music, sound, and nature),was a 2014 Kentucky Foundation for
Women’s Artist Enrichment Grantee to study music in women’s prisons, released a recording on City
State Tapes of her homemade stick instrument, and is an active performer with various local ensembles.
Caitlyn Sparks, Covington, Agriculture and Community Health
Caitlyn Sparks is an Americorps TASK VISTA at Children, Inc. | Marketing &
Communications. She is a graduate of Northern Kentucky University, where she
served as Vice Chair of the Executive Committee for the Northern Kentucky Sierra
Club. Caitlyn owns and operates her own photography business and jointly
operates Numediacy, an organization with a mission to produce new media that
helps push the sustainability and responsibility movements forward and to support
the arts along the way. She and her partner J. Gray live in a 100 year old home in
Covington, Kentucky.

Sarah Talbott, Lexington, Agriculture and Community Health
Sara Talbott is an Area Extension Agent with the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program and Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program at the University of
Kentucky. She supervises and mentors the Nutrition Education Program Assistants
in portions of central and southern Kentucky.
Sara began her Extension career in 2007 as an Agent-In-Large Jessamine and
Anderson County. She became the official agent in Anderson County in 2008 and
continued her Extension career there until 2011. In 2011, she received the
opportunity to work in her home county of Fayette and stayed there until 2014.
Following that, she did a short stint in Kentucky State Government with the Child
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and Adult Food Program but came back in 2015 to work as an Area Extension Agent. She is also an active
member in Phi Upsilon Omicron (National Honor Society in Family and Consumer Sciences) Alumni
Chapter. She also serves as a board member for SeedLeaf. Sara currently lives in Lexington and is
involved with her church. When not working with families of Kentucky; Sara enjoys trying new recipes,
reading, and spending time with her family, friends, and dog, Paisley.
Tanya Torp, Lexington, Steering Committee/ Agriculture and Community Health
Tanya Torp, CVA is a local activist, community organizer, motivational speaker,
Trainer, and entrepreneur, and is most passionate about empowering others for the
collective good. Her full time job as Program Director at Step By Step, Inc encourages
and equips young mothers with day-to-day skills, while encouraging them to dream
outside their circumstances. She is also the founder and CEO of Be Bold, which
enables young women to realize their full potential by encouraging them to break
stereotypes and become leaders in their own community. As a trainer for the
organization Lexington United, she helps people acquire conflict resolution skills
while building cultural competency to increase unity and inclusion. Tanya Torp also
works for food justice in her food desert neighborhood as an ambassador (along with her husband,
Christian Torp) for GleanKY (formerly Faith Feeds). Their weekly open-to-the-community pancake
breakfasts began as a way to connect different members of the community and to foster diversity and
inclusion, and are a mainstay in the community. Tanya Torp lives in the East End Neighborhood of
Lexington, KY with her husband, civil rights attorney Christian Torp, and their two precocious cats. The
Torps will become Foster Parents in early 2016.
Christian Torp, Lexington, Agriculture and Community Health
Christian Torp is a local attorney, missionary, urban farmer, writer and advocate for
social change. He came to Kentucky in 2002 to attend the University of Kentucky
College of Law after obtaining a B.S. from Cornell University. Following his first year
of law school Christian was involved in a nearly fatal motorcycle collision in which he
sustained a traumatic brain injury and lost the use of his right arm. Despite these
setbacks he was able to finish law school and gain admission the bar. Such
experiences have changed his life’s paradigm and he seeks to use the skills he has
been blessed with to partner with the poor, the oppressed and the least of these.
Alex Udis, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Alexander Amitai Fletcher Sargent Udis is a resident of Louisville, Ky. His people are
from East Kentucky and Dayton, Ohio. Alexander worked for many years in
community gardens with Louisville's refugee population through the Americana
Community Center. He has worked in environmental education and formal
education in Louisville. He is a traditional Square Dance caller and organizer of the
Louisville Old Time Squares Association that puts on and promotes traditional
Square Dance in and around Louisville. Alexander received his B.A. in Cultural
Anthropology from the University of Louisville and currently hopes to pursue a
Masters in Education, a license as an Auctioneer, and the filming of a documentary
on Randy Wilson of the Hindman Settlement School and his work in Cultural
Education in Knott County Public Schools in East Kentucky.
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Kelsi Wermuth, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Kelsi Wermuth is a senior at the University of Louisville, where she studies
photography. She grew up in rural Wisconsin, but she immediately fell in love with
Louisville and the state of Kentucky upon her arrival in 2013. Being from a small
town, she has spent some time in Appalachia speaking with and photographing the
locals. The binary of urban and rural Kentucky have been the inspiration for her
work as she hopes to bridge their gap and surface both the similarities and
differences that contribute to the whole, harmonious Commonwealth.

Jenny Williams, Hazard, Agriculture and Community Health
Jenny Williams is the Chair of Pathfinders of Perry County, a non-profit citizens
action group that promotes community well-being, engagement, outdoor
recreation and education. The youngest of six siblings, all of whom still live in
Hazard, Jenny grew up in Hazard and is deeply rooted in the community. She has
been teaching writing and reading at Hazard Community and Technical College
since 1992, a job she loves because it affords her the opportunity to share her
interests and ideas with students. She co-hosted “What’s Cookin’ Now: The
World’s Only LIVE Radio Cooking Show (That We Know OF)” for six years and is
passionate about food—eating it, cooking it, sharing it, and trying to change
policies and behaviors so that everybody, regardless of income, age, or geography,
has access to fresh, healthy, local food and knows what to do with it. Jenny also loves to spend time
outside, hiking and playing with anybody who’ll come along.
Cameron Whaley, Louisville, Arts and Culture
Cameron Whaley is a 23 year old freelance photographer and recent college
graduate from Louisville, Kentucky. For his entire life, he has been enthralled by
the beauty of his home state, and combined with his skills as an artist and political
activist; he wants to help bring about a future of social, political, economic, and
environmental justice for our state. “Bridging the gap between our urban and rural
community is an important first step in bringing real change to the commonwealth
and I could not be more excited to participate in this year’s Kentucky RUX!”

Cassidy Wright, Harlan, Arts and Culture
Cassidy Wright is 20 years old and currently attending Southeast Community and
Technical College in Cumberland, Kentucky. She works in the Appalachian center
on the Higher Ground plays and all of its related projects, and is an artist. Cassidy
has designed everything from set pieces to murals for Higher Ground plays, and
even co-wrote “Find a Way”. She is very passionate about bettering her
community using the arts, community involvement and creative thinking.
“The area I live in is such a beautiful place filled with amazing people, beautiful
scenery, and tons of potential. I believe the people here can make a huge impact if
we all joined together in efforts to do so. So many people’s lives have been
negatively affected by the loss of coal jobs and the flood of drugs that it’s hard for them to have hope. I
am excited to attend this event and learn new skills to help me to better do my work. I am looking
forward to meeting like-minded individuals who share my love for the arts and community building. I’m
hoping to come back with an even greater drive to help my community, and feel empowered and driven
to take bigger steps to help enhance my community.”
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Richard Young, Lexington, Steering Committee
Richard Young has been with the NoLi CDC since its founding in June 2013; his
role consists in overseeing its existing and future programming, operations, and
development. A native Lexingtonian and a classically trained Double Bassist,
Richard is a graduate of the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music,
and has worked with numerous arts organizations in an administrative
or consulting role, including LexArts, the Downtown Arts Center, Central Kentucky
Youth Orchestras, and many more. In addition to his work with NoLi CDC, Richard
teaches double bass privately, performs with various ensembles in the region,
and is the Director of the annual Chamber Music Festival of Lexington.

